
 
 

Traditional Classroom Goals Character-Integrated Classroom Goals 

Focus on Academic Skills Only Focus on Whole-Child Development 

Emphasizes reading, writing, and 
math proficiency as the primary 
objectives. 

Combines academic skills with emotional intelligence, 
resilience, and relationship-building. 

One-Size-Fits-All Teaching 
Approach 

Differentiated Teaching Approach 

Standardized methods of instruction 
for all students. 

Adapts teaching strategies to support students' diverse 
emotional and social needs. 

Measures Success Solely by Test 
Scores 

Measures Success by Academic and Personal Growth 

Focuses on grades and test 
performance as primary indicators 
of success. 

Includes progress in emotional regulation, 
problem-solving, and teamwork as critical metrics. 

Limited Emphasis on Emotional 
Well-being 

Prioritizes Emotional Safety and Inclusion 

Rarely addresses emotions or 
teaches strategies for managing 
them. 

Encourages character awareness, empathy, and emotional 
regulation as part of daily lessons. 

Reactive Discipline Strategies Proactive Behavior Management 

Focuses on correcting behaviors 
after issues arise. 

Builds a classroom culture of trust and respect, preventing 
many issues through Character. 

Teacher-Centered Instruction Student-Centered Learning 

The teacher delivers content, and 
students are passive recipients. 

Students actively engage, collaborate, and reflect, 
supported by teacher facilitation. 

Short-Term Academic Outcomes Long-Term Life Skills 

Prepares students for immediate 
academic challenges. 

Equips students with skills for lifelong success, including 
Self-regulation, communication, and responsible 
decision-making. 

Limited Peer Collaboration Enhanced Peer Interaction and Relationship Skills 
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Group work focuses only on 
completing tasks. 

Builds teamwork, conflict resolution, and interpersonal 
communication. 

Rules for Compliance Rules for Community Building 

Classroom rules are imposed and 
enforced to maintain order. 

Classroom expectations are co-created to foster respect, 
accountability, and shared values. 

Linear Curriculum Integrated Curriculum 

Academic subjects are taught 
separately, with little crossover. 

Character concepts are woven into academic subjects, 
creating deeper connections and context for learning. 

 
 
Summary of Key Benefits of Character-Integrated Goals 

•​ Enhances academic performance while fostering personal growth. 
•​ Creates a supportive environment where students feel safe to explore, fail, and grow. 
•​ Prepares students for real-world challenges with empathy, resilience, and critical thinking 

skills. 
•​ Empower educators to address the diverse needs of their students. 

 

By integrating Character into your classroom goals, you’re not just teaching lessons—you’re 
shaping your students' future, helping them succeed academically, socially, and emotionally. 
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