
Taking Responsibility & Seeking Solutions 
Lesson Objective:  
Students will learn the importance of taking responsibility when things go wrong.   
Students will practice seeking solutions collaboratively when faced with a problem.   
Students will reflect on the value of teamwork and accountability. 
 
 
Materials Needed: 

●​ Copy of Chapter 30, Taking Responsibility & Seeking Solutions  
●​ Pencils and markers 
●​ S.T.A.R. Strategy Poster 
●​ Responsibility Chain Worksheet 
●​ Home Connection Letter  

 
 

Introduction to the Topic (10 minutes) 
Greeting Outline: 

●​ Welcome the children and have them sit in a circle (if applicable) 
●​ Begin with a brief discussion on responsibility.  

 
 

Greeting and Circle Time Teacher Script 

Warm Welcome and Opening Discussion: 

○​    "Today, we’re going to talk about something really important: taking 
responsibility and finding solutions. Sometimes, things don’t go as planned, and 
we make mistakes. What’s important is how we respond—do we own up to it, 
and do we work to fix it? We’ll read a chapter from Ollie’s Superpower Squad 
where the characters learn these important lessons."   

Discussion Starter  

○​ “What does it mean to take responsibility?   
Can you think of a time when something didn’t go as planned, and you had to 
take responsibility?   
Why is it important to find solutions instead of just feeling bad about a mistake?” 
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Read the Chapter (15 minutes) 
Story Time Outline: 

■​ Read Chapter 30 aloud. Pause at key moments to engage students and 
make sure they are following the story. 
 

●​ Ask questions during key parts of the story. 
 
 

Story Time Teacher Script: 

Prepare the Students for the Story: 

○​ "Now let’s read the final chapter of Ollie’s Superpower Squad. In this chapter, 
Buzz accidentally breaks something important, but the group learns that taking 
responsibility and working together to fix it makes all the difference." 
 

○​  (Read the chapter aloud, pausing at key moments to ask questions and engage 
the children.) 

 

Read the Chapter with Emphasis on Key Moments: 

○​ While reading, pause during key moments.  
○​ Ask Questions:   

■​ Why does Buzz feel so bad after he accidentally drops the windmill?   
■​ How do the others react to Buzz’s mistake?   
■​ Why does Ollie say it’s important for Buzz to take responsibility?   
■​ What does Buzz promise to do after he realizes what happened?   
■​ How do Harriet and the others help Buzz come up with a solution?   
■​ What tools or materials do they use to fix the windmill?   
■​ What does Bennie mean when he says, "It’s not about making it 

perfect—it’s about showing that we can take responsibility"?   
■​ How does working together help them fix the windmill?   
■​ What lesson does Buzz learn by the end of the story?   
■​ Why is taking responsibility such an important part of being a good friend? 
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Chapter 30: Taking Responsibility & Seeking Solutions 

 
It was the final day of fourth grade, and the air was filled with excitement and a hint of sadness. 
Ollie, Harriet, Bennie, Sammy, Buzz, and Betty had grown so much over the year, and today felt 
like the end of a special chapter. But as the group gathered for one last time before summer, a 
small mistake would lead them to one final important lesson, how to take responsibility and find 
solutions when things go wrong. 
 
The day had started off perfectly. After turning in their final assignments and enjoying a class 
party, the friends decided to spend their last lunch break together under their favorite tree. Buzz 
had brought his model windmill from their last project, and everyone marveled at how well it had 
turned out. 
 
“This windmill really is awesome,” Harriet said, spinning one of the blades. “We worked so well 
together.” 
 
“I’m glad we figured out how to negotiate and make everyone’s ideas work,” Ollie added. “It 
made the project even better.” 
 
Just as they were reminiscing, Buzz, full of energy, picked up the windmill to show off the details 
again. But in his excitement, he stumbled, and the windmill slipped from his hands. It fell to the 
ground, breaking one of the blades and denting the wheel. 
“Oh no!” Buzz gasped, staring at the broken windmill in shock. “I didn’t mean to drop it!” 
 
The group stared at the windmill, the once-perfect project now broken and bent. There was a 
moment of silence as they took in what had happened. 
“It’s okay, Buzz,” Bennie said calmly, placing a hand on Buzz’s shoulder. “It was an accident.” 
But Buzz looked devastated. “It’s ruined. I messed it up. I’m so sorry, everyone.” 
 
Learning to Take Responsibility 
 
Buzz’s face was filled with guilt, and though it had been an accident, he felt like he had let 
everyone down. The group had worked so hard on the windmill, and now it was broken on the 
last day of school. 
 
“Buzz, it’s okay,” Ollie said gently. “We know you didn’t mean to drop it.” 
 
“Yeah,” Harriet added. “Accidents happen. But what’s important is that you take responsibility, 
and we figure out how to fix it.” 
 
Buzz nodded, though he still felt bad. “I’ll do whatever it takes to fix it,” he said. “I know it was 
my fault, and I want to make it right.” 
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Sammy, always the one to think about how others were feeling, added, “And the important thing 
is that you’re owning up to what happened. You didn’t mean to break it, but you’re taking 
responsibility, and that’s what matters.” 
 
Betty, ever the problem-solver, spoke up. “We can fix it, Buzz. We just need to come up with a 
solution.” 
 
Seeking Solutions Together 
 
As the group looked at the broken windmill, they realized that this was an opportunity to use the 
skills they had developed throughout the year, not just their problem-solving skills, but also their 
emotional awareness and ability to work together. 
 
Harriet, full of energy and creativity, grabbed some tape from her backpack. “We can use this to 
fix the blade for now. It won’t be perfect, but it’ll hold it together.” 
 
Buzz, who was always full of creative ideas, brightened up. “And I can bend the wheel back into 
place. It’s not too damaged, so we should be able to fix it.” 
 
Ollie, ever the planner, suggested that they work together to put the windmill back together. 
“Let’s each take a part of the windmill and help repair it. If we work together, we can fix it faster.” 
 
Bennie, always calm and steady, nodded. “And it’s not about making it perfect—it’s about 
showing that we can take responsibility and find a solution.” 
 
As they worked together, Buzz felt a sense of relief. Even though he had been the one to drop 
the windmill, his friends weren’t upset. Instead, they were focused on helping him fix it. It was a 
reminder that taking responsibility wasn’t about blame, it was about doing what you could to 
make things right. 
 
Reflecting on Responsibility 
 
When the windmill was finally repaired, the group stepped back to admire their work. It wasn’t 
perfect, but it was back in one piece, and that was what mattered. 
“I’m sorry again, everyone,” Buzz said, feeling grateful for his friends. “But I’m glad we were able 
to fix it together.” 
 
Harriet grinned. “No worries, Buzz. You took responsibility, and we worked it out. That’s what 
friends do.” 
 
Betty, always practical, added, “And it’s not about never making mistakes. It’s about what you do 
after the mistake happens. You owned up to it, and we found a solution.” 
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Ollie, reflecting on the year, smiled. “We’ve learned so much about how to handle challenges, 
whether it’s negotiating, solving problems, or taking responsibility. I think we’re ready for 
anything fifth grade throws at us.” 
 
Bennie nodded. “And we’ve learned that emotions are a big part of everything we do. Even 
when things go wrong, if we stay calm and work together, we can fix it.” 
 
Sammy, ever thoughtful, smiled at Buzz. “And taking responsibility is what makes you strong, 
Buzz. It shows that you care about us and about doing the right thing.” 
 
Looking Forward to Fifth Grade 
 
As the group sat together, the reality of the last day of fourth grade began to sink in. They had 
grown so much over the year, not just as students, but as friends. They had learned how to 
manage their emotions, work together, and take responsibility for their actions. And now, they 
were ready for whatever came next. 
“I’m going to miss this,” Harriet said, looking around at her friends. “But I’m also excited for fifth 
grade.” 
 
“Me too,” Buzz said, feeling much better. “And no matter what happens, I know we’ll handle 
it—because we’ve learned how to take responsibility and work together.” 
 
Betty smiled. “We’ve got this.” 
 
Ollie, always the planner, grinned. “And we’ll keep using everything we’ve learned. Fifth grade is 
just the next adventure.” 
 
Bennie, ever calm, added, “And we’ll face it together, like we always do.” 
As the bell rang for the final time that school year, the group stood up, ready to head into 
summer. They knew that no matter what challenges they faced in the future, they had the tools 
to handle them: responsibility, teamwork, and their personal strengths. 
 
With a final glance at the repaired windmill, they walked off together, ready for the next chapter 
of their journey, knowing that their bond would carry them through any mistake, any challenge, 
and any new adventure that came their way. 
And with that, fourth grade came to a close, but the lessons they had learned would stay with 
them forever. 
 
 

Post-Chapter Teacher Script 

●​ Teacher: “In this final chapter, Ollie and the squad learned how to accept responsibility 
and make amends - to try to fix the problem.” 
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Post-Chapter Questions 

Ask these questions to help students reflect on the chapter and connect it to their own 
experiences: 

●​ How did Buzz handle his feelings when he broke the windmill?   
●​ What could have happened if Buzz hadn’t taken responsibility?   
●​ How did Buzz’s friends support him, even though he made a mistake?   
●​ Why is it important to own up to mistakes, even if they’re accidents?   
●​ How did the group use teamwork to solve the problem?   
●​ What can you learn from this chapter about how to handle mistakes?   
●​ Can you think of a time when you had to fix a mistake you made?   
●​ Why do you think the group felt proud, even though the windmill wasn’t perfect?   
●​ How can taking responsibility help you feel better when something goes wrong?   
●​ How can we apply the lesson of this story to situations in school or at home? 

Do an Activity (20 minutes) 
●​ Students will create a visual "Responsibility Chain" to demonstrate how taking 

responsibility leads to positive outcomes and how each person can contribute to a 
solution. 

 

Activity: Responsibility Chain (20 minutes) 

Introduce Activity  

     "We just read about how Buzz took responsibility for breaking the windmill and how the 
group worked together to find a solution. Now, we’re going to create a Responsibility Chain! 
Each of you will write or draw a step in how we can take responsibility and find solutions when 
something goes wrong." 
  "Each of us will think of a step we can take when something goes wrong—like admitting a 
mistake, helping to fix it, or working with others to find a solution. You’ll write or draw that step 
on your paper strip. Once everyone has written or drawn their ideas, we’ll link the strips together 
to form a chain. This will show how each action connects and leads to solving a problem 
together." 
 
 

Activity Instructions 

●​ Pass out the Responsibility Chain worksheet 
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●​ Ask students to write or draw one step that someone can take to be responsible in a 
situation (e.g., "Say I’m sorry," "Help fix the mistake," "Ask for help if needed," "Talk to 
the person I affected"). 

●​ Each student should create 3 strips and cut out the strips, contributing multiple steps to 
the chain. 

●​ Build the Chain Together (5-10 minutes) 
- Have students bring up their strips one at a time and share what they wrote or drew. 
- As each student shares, tape or glue their strip into the chain, connecting each step 
together. 
- By the end of the activity, the class will have a long Responsibility Chain that visually 
represents how everyone can take responsibility and contribute to a solution. 
 
Here are some prompts if students are struggling to come up with their own ideas: 
 
• Say 'I'm sorry' when you hurt someone’s feelings. 

• Help clean up if you made a mess. 

• Admit when you made a mistake. 

• Try again if you didn’t do your best the first time. 

• Ask for help when you don’t know what to do. 

• Tell the truth, even if it’s hard. 

• Fix something you broke (or help find someone who can). 

• Check in with someone you affected and ask how to make it right. 

• Stay calm and listen during a disagreement. 

• Remind yourself to make better choices next time. 

 
 
Wrapping it Up 
 

Wrap Up the Lesson (5 minutes) 

“Let’s build our Responsibility Chain together!​
 One at a time, I’ll invite you to bring up your paper strips. 

●​ Share what your strip says or shows.​
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●​ Then we’ll add it to the chain and see it grow longer with each responsible action.​
 

As you listen to others, think about how each small step can help make a problem better or 
help someone feel respected.” 

●​ “Our Responsibility Chain shows how many different ways we can step up and do 
what’s right. 
Some of the actions are big, like fixing a mistake. Others are small, like apologizing or 
asking for help. But they’re all important because they connect us and make our 
community stronger.” 

 
 

 
Review and Reflection Teacher Script 

Gather in a Circle for Reflection: 

○​ “Let’s gather in a circle and reflect on what we learned.​
 When it’s your turn, complete this sentence:​
 ‘One responsible choice I can make at school is…’ 

○​ You can pass if you’d rather listen. Each person’s idea 
helps us grow stronger as a class.” 

○​  

Closing 

○​ “Responsibility isn’t just about avoiding trouble—it’s about learning, making 
things better, and showing others they can count on you. 
You all took a step today to think about what it means to be responsible. And 
now we have a chain that reminds us of the many ways we can work together to 
do the right thing.” 
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Home Connection Letter 

Sending Information Home: 

○​ “Before you go, I have a letter for you to take home. We participated in a 
collaborative “Responsibility Chain” activity. Each of us contributed paper links 
showing actions someone can take to act responsibly and make things right 
after a mistake. Together, we built a visual chain representing how small choices 
create strong, respectful communities.​
 

○​ Hand out the letters as the children prepare to leave.  

Parent Letter 
Sending Information Home: 

●​ Provide each child with a letter to take home to their parents explaining the lesson. 
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Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 
 
 
Today in class, we explored the theme of taking responsibility and seeking solutions.  
 
We discussed how mistakes can happen, but what’s important is owning up to them and finding 
ways to fix them. 
 
To help reinforce this idea, students participated in an activity where they created a 
Responsibility Chain. Each link in the chain represented a step they can take to be responsible, 
whether it’s apologizing, offering to help fix a mistake, or finding a solution with others. 
 
Encouraging your child to take responsibility and seek solutions at home will help reinforce what 
they’ve learned in class.  
 
Ask them to share the steps they added to the chain and how they think they can use these 
ideas in their daily life. 
 
 
 
Best Regards, 
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