Celebrating Dilferences

Lesson Objective:

Students will explore the importance of respecting different perspectives, learn how to
celebrate individual differences and collaborate to find common ground when working in
groups.

Materials Needed:

Copy of Chapter 8: Celebrating Differences
S.T.A.R. Strategy Poster

Pencils and markers

Celebrating Differences poster

Home Connection Letter

Introduction to the Topic (10 minutes)

Greeting Outline:
e Welcome the children and have them sit in a circle (if applicable)
e Begin by discussing the importance of respecting others' perspectives and how
different viewpoints can lead to better solutions when working together.

Greeting and Circle Time Teacher Script

1. Warm Welcome and Opening Discussion:
o "Good morning, everyone! Have you ever worked on a group project where
people had different ideas?
o  Wiait for the children to settle.

2. Discussion Starter
o "Who can share a time you found yourself trying to decide with others and
everyone’s ideas are very different?"
o Wait for a few children to respond and acknowledge their answers.
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o "How did you resolve the situation?"

Read the Chapter (15 minutes)
Story Time Outline:

m Read Chapter 8 aloud. Pause at key moments to engage students and
make sure they are following the story.

e Ask questions during key parts of the story.

Story Time Teacher Script:

1. Prepare the Students for the Story:

2. R

ELEMENTAR!

o “Sometimes, it's hard to agree on one thing, but that’s because everyone sees
things differently. We’re going to read Chapter 8 from Ollie’s Superpower Squad-
Fourth Grade Challenges. Today, we’ll read about how Ollie and his friends learn
to celebrate their differences and combine their strengths."

o (Read the chapter aloud, pausing at key moments to ask questions and engage
the children.)

ead the Chapter with Emphasis on Key Moments:

o While reading, pause during key moments.

o Ask Questions:
Why was Benny nervous to share his costume idea?
How did Harriet react to Benny’s unique superhero?
What challenges did the group face during their class project?
Why were Harriet and Buzz frustrated about their project ideas?
What was Ollie’s idea for his project with Sammy?
Why were Benny and Betty struggling to agree on a project?
How did Grandma help the group understand their different
perspectives?
What did Sammy realize about working with Ollie’s planning strength?
How did Buzz and Harriet come up with a way to combine their ideas?
What lesson did the group learn about working together and respecting
each other’s ideas?
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Chapter 8: Celebrating Differences

With Halloween just two days away, the excitement at school was at an all-time high. The
hallways were decorated with orange and black streamers, and pumpkins carved by the
students lined the windowsills. Ollie, Harriet, Benny, Sammy, Buzz, and Betty could barely
contain their enthusiasm for the upcoming festivities.

During lunch, the friends gathered at their usual table to talk about their costumes.

"I’'m going as a pirate!" Harriet announced, grinning. "I’ve got the hat, the boots, and | even
made a cool cardboard sword."

Buzz, who was always full of creative ideas, buzzed excitedly. "I’'m going to be a mad scientist!
I’ve been working on my costume for weeks—I’ve got fake beakers and everything."

Betty smiled. "I’m going as a detective. | made a magnifying glass out of cardboard, and I’'m
going to wear a trench coat."

The group was buzzing with excitement, but Benny seemed quieter than usual. He hadn’t
mentioned his costume yet, and Ollie, ever the thoughtful one, noticed.

"What about you, Benny?" Ollie asked. "What are you going to be for Halloween?"

Benny hesitated. "Well... I’'m going as a superhero. But it’s not one of the usual ones like
Superman or Spider-Man. It’s a character | made up myself. He’s called Captain Earth, and his
powers are all about protecting the environment."

The group paused for a moment, and Harriet, full of energy and enthusiasm, spoke first. "That’s
awesome, Benny! I’ve never heard of a superhero like that before."

Buzz nodded. "Yeah, that’s super creative! You should totally tell us more about Captain Earth."
Benny looked relieved. "Thanks! | was a little nervous because it’s not a famous superhero. But
| thought it would be cool to create something unique."

The friends exchanged smiles, and it was clear that Benny’s idea was a hit. But as they
continued to talk about their costumes, the conversation turned to another topic that made
them think about more than just Halloween.

During their class that afternoon, Ms. Sanchez announced that they would be doing a group
project that required them to work in pairs. The assignment? Each pair would need to create a
presentation about an important issue in their community. The catch was that each student
would bring their own perspective to the issue, and they had to learn how to respect and
understand their partner’s point of view.

Harriet and Buzz were paired together, Ollie and Sammy formed another pair, and Benny was
teamed up with Betty. As the class got to work, the friends quickly realized that this project was
going to be a little harder than they thought.

"So, what should we do our project on?" Harriet asked Buzz as they sat down to brainstorm.
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Buzz, always full of ideas, immediately blurted out, "Let’s do something about science! Like
climate change or how recycling can help the environment."

Harriet, on the other hand, had her heart set on a topic about sports and how being active can
help people stay healthy. "l was thinking we could talk about the importance of fithess," she
said. "You know, like how running and playing sports can make a big difference."

The two looked at each other, and for a moment, there was a little tension.

"I don’t know," Buzz said, his face scrunching up. "l really wanted to do something
science-related."

"And | really wanted to talk about sports," Harriet replied, crossing her arms.

Meanwhile, Ollie and Sammy were facing a similar challenge. Ollie, who loved planning and
organization, wanted to create a detailed presentation about city planning and how
communities can work together to make spaces safer for kids. Sammy, who was more focused
on feelings and connections, wanted to talk about how community centers help kids make
friends and learn new things.

Benny and Betty were also struggling. Benny, with his passion for protecting the environment,
wanted to create a project about cleaning up local parks, while Betty, ever the problem-solver,
wanted to focus on how to solve the issue of traffic safety in school zones.

By the end of the afternoon, each pair was feeling frustrated. It seemed like no one could agree
on a topic.

At recess, the group gathered under their favorite tree. Harriet threw her hands in the air. "This
project is harder than | thought! Buzz and | can’t even agree on what to talk about."

"Same here," Ollie said. "Sammy and | have different ideas, and | don’t know how we’re going
to combine them."

Grandma, who had come to visit during recess, saw the group huddled together and sensed
their frustration. "What’s going on, kids?"

The friends explained their problem —how each pair had different ideas and couldn’t seem to
agree on what to do for the project.

Grandma nodded. "It sounds like you’re all learning about respecting different perspectives.
Just like how you each have your own unique strengths, you also have different ideas and
ways of seeing the world. That’s what makes working together so powerful."

"But what do we do when we can’t agree?" Harriet asked.

Grandma smiled. "Start by listening to each other’s perspectives. Remember, just because you
have different ideas doesn’t mean one is better than the other. Each of you brings something
valuable to the table."

Sammy, always the empathetic one, nodded. "l guess | haven’t really thought about how Ollie’s
planning could help make my idea better."
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"And | could use Sammy’s understanding of feelings to make my project more meaningful,"
Ollie added.

Betty, always ready to solve problems, spoke up. "Maybe we need to find a way to combine
our ideas, instead of picking one over the other."

"Exactly," Grandma said. "When you respect each other’s differences and work together, you
can create something even better than what you would have done alone."

With that advice, the group felt more hopeful. They knew that they could use their personal
strengths to help them understand each other’s unique perspectives.

Buzz, who loved creativity, turned to Harriet with a grin. "What if we combine both of our
ideas? We could talk about how staying active helps the environment—like how biking to
school instead of driving can keep you fit and help reduce pollution."

Harriet’s eyes lit up. "l love that idea!"

Ollie and Sammy also came to an agreement. They decided to create a project about how safe
community spaces, like parks and community centers, help kids stay connected and active.
And Benny and Betty? They found a way to combine their strengths by focusing on how
cleaning up parks could make neighborhoods safer for everyone, especially kids walking to
school.

As they finished up their brainstorming, the group felt proud of how they had worked through
their differences. They realized that respecting each other’s unique perspectives didn’t mean
choosing one idea over another—it meant finding a way to bring those ideas together in a way
that made them stronger.

Grandma beamed with pride as she watched the group head back to class, ready to work on
their projects. "Remember, just like with your Halloween costumes, your individuality is what
makes you special. By learning to respect and understand each other’s differences, you'll
always find a way to create something wonderful."

And with that, the friends walked back to school, knowing that their differences weren’t
something to overcome—they were something to celebrate. Together, they were stronger than
ever.

3. Post-Chapter Teacher Script
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e Teacher: “Well, even a group as tight-knit as Ollie and his friends have challenges, in
that they don’t all think the same way. But, as we found out, sometimes not seeing
things the same way isn’t all bad and can actually lead to better choices and decisions.”

4. Post-Chapter Questions

Ask these questions to help students reflect on the chapter and connect it to their own
experiences:
e Have you ever felt nervous about sharing an idea like Benny did?
e Why do you think it’s important to listen to others’ ideas, even when they’re different
from yours?
How can combining different ideas make a project better?
Why did Buzz feel frustrated when Harriet didn’t agree with his project idea?
How did Grandma’s advice help the group solve their problem?
What strengths did each of the characters use to make their projects better?
How did respecting each other’s differences change the way the group worked
together?
e Have you ever had a time when someone didn’t agree with your idea? How did you
handle it?
e What can you learn from others when you listen to their perspectives?
e How can you use what you learned today the next time you work in a group?

Do an Activity (20 minutes)

e Students will work with a partner to create a "Celebrating Differences" poster. Each pair
will choose a topic (such as a hobby, a school subject, or a favorite activity) where they
have different ideas or opinions. They will combine their ideas to create a poster that
celebrates both perspectives.

Activity: Personal Coping Plan (20 minutes)

1. Introduce Activity
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"Just like Ollie and his friends, you and your partner may have different ideas about a topic.
Today, you’ll work together to create a poster that celebrates both of your perspectives. Your
task is to find a way to combine your ideas, just like the characters did in the story."

2. Activity Instructions

Step 1: Choose a topic. Each pair should choose something they have different opinions about
(e.g., favorite books, sports vs. art, or different hobbies).

Step 2: Share your ideas. Each partner will share why their idea is important to them and why
they enjoy it.

Step 3: Combine your ideas. Work together to find a way to bring both ideas together on the
poster, celebrating both perspectives on the Celebrating Differences poster.

Step 4: Create your poster. Draw pictures, write words, or create symbols that represent both
ideas and how they can work together.

3. Reflection

"Ok, now that we’ve completed our posters, what challenges did you and your

@ partner face? How did you resolve your differences?."

Wrapping it Up
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Wrap Up the Lesson (5 minutes)

1. Review and Reflection Overview:
e Ask students to share their posters and explain how they combined their different ideas.
Reinforce the concept that respecting and celebrating differences leads to stronger,
more creative outcomes.

Review and Reflection Teacher Script

1. Gather in a Circle for Reflection:
o “Let’s all come back together in a circle.”

@ } "You’ve all done an amazing job finding ways to combine your ideas and
celebrate your differences! Remember, respecting others’ perspectives doesn’t

mean we have to agree on everything—it means we learn from each other and
create something even better."

o Listen to a few responses and provide positive reinforcement.
2. Closing
o "Great job, everyone! Remember, we don’t always have to see eye to eye on
everything, but we do have to respect each other and celebrate our differences
as well as our commonalities.”
(@)

Home Connection Letter

1. Sending Information Home:
o “Before you go, | have a letter for you to take home. It explains that we learned
about celebrating differences and respeciting perspectives of others.”
o Hand out the letters as the children prepare to leave.

Parent Letter

Sending Information Home:
e Provide each child with a letter to take home to their parents explaining the lesson.
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Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

Today in class, we read Chapter 8 of *Ollie’s Superpower Squad*, where the characters learn
an important lesson about respecting different perspectives and celebrating their unique
strengths. Through their group project, Ollie and his friends discovered that working together
doesn’t mean everyone has to agree, but rather, they can combine their ideas to create
something even better.

Your child worked with a partner to create a "Celebrating Differences" poster, where they
explored how different opinions can come together in creative ways. We encourage you to ask
your child about their project and how they celebrated both perspectives.

Thank you for your continued support!

Best Regards,
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