
Tattling 
Lesson Objective: This lesson plan encourages children to develop empathy, social 
responsibility, and self-awareness as they learn the distinction between tattling and helping, 
and the impact of their choices on others.  
 
Materials Needed: 

●​ The story "Ollie the Owl Learns About Tattling" 
●​ Song: Ollie the Owl and Tattling Town. 
●​ Owl, bear, beaver, hare, and bee puppets or stuffed animals 
●​ Coloring sheets for the “Helping Hands” Activity 
●​ Crayons, markers 
●​ Parent Home Connection Letter 

 

Introduction to the Topic (10 minutes) 
Greeting and Circle Time Outline: 

●​     Welcome the children and have them sit in a circle. 
●​     Briefly talk about what tattling means and how it’s different from asking for help. 
●​     Introduce the concept of helping and being kind instead of tattling. 

 

Greeting and Circle Time Teacher Script 

1.​ Warm Welcome and Opening Discussion: 
○​ “Hello, everyone! Let’s all sit together in a circle. Today, we will talk about 

something that can happen when we’re with friends, family, or classmates. Does 
anyone know what the word tattling means?” (Pause for responses.) 

○​ “Sometimes, when we see someone doing something that seems wrong, we feel 
like telling an adult. But we don’t always need to do that. Today, we’ll learn when 
it’s good to ask for help from an adult and when we can try to handle things on 
our own with kindness.” 

2. Introducing Tattling and Helping: 

○​ “Tattling is when we tell on someone just to get them in trouble, but helping is 
when we tell because someone is in danger or is sad. Let’s keep this idea in 
mind as we read about Ollie the Owl and his friends.” 

©2025 Anna-Lisa Mackey, M.Ed., All rights reserved. 



Read the Story (15 minutes) 
Story Time Outline: 

○​ Read the story "Ollie the Owl Learns About Tattling" aloud to the class. 
○​ Show the pictures and engage the children by asking questions about how   

Ollie learned to handle situations without tattling. 
○​ Emphasize the importance of helping others and being kind. 

 
 

Story Time Teacher Script: 

1.​ Prepare the Children for the Story: 
○​ “We’re going to read a story called Ollie the Owl Learns About Tattling. In this 

story, Ollie sees his friends doing different things, and sometimes he isn’t sure if 
he should tell an adult or handle it himself. Let’s find out what he does!” 

2.​ Read the Story with Emphasis on Key Moments: 
○​ While reading, pause during moments when Ollie is unsure if he should tattle or 

help. 
○​ Ask Questions: 

■​ “What do you think Ollie should do right now? Should he go to an adult 
or try to help his friends first?” 

■​ “When Benny takes a berry from Sue, does Ollie need to tell, or could he 
try to help?” 

3.​ After the Story Discussion: 
○​ “Ollie learned that tattling doesn’t always help, but being kind and helping does. 

Can you think of a time when you wanted to tattle but could have helped 
instead?” 

2.​ “When we tattle, it’s often to get someone in trouble, but helping others makes 
everyone feel happier. What are some ways Ollie could have helped his friends without 
tattling?” 
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Ollie the Owl Learns About Tattling 
 

In a forest tall and green, 
lived Ollie the Owl, so wise and keen. 
With feathers soft and eyes so bright, 
he loved to play both day and night. 
Ollie had friends and siblings, too. 
Benny the Bear and Betty the Beaver, that's 
who! 
Harriet the Hare and Buzz the Bee 
all played together, happy and free. 
One day while playing by the brook, 
Ollie saw something, he took a look. 
Benny the Bear took a berry from Sue, 
And Ollie thought, “What should I do?” 
He flew to his mom, with a hoot and a cry, 
“Benny took a berry! Oh my, oh my!” 
Mom listened and then gently said, 
“Tattling can hurt, let’s think instead.” 
“When we tattle, it’s to cause some trouble, 
but helping friends is worth more than 
double. 
If someone’s hurt or feeling sad, 
tell an adult, that’s not so bad.” 
Ollie pondered, his feathers ruffled; 
he didn’t want friends to feel all muffled. 
he thought of ways to help and care, 
Without causing trouble, fair and square. 
The next day, Ollie saw with dismay, 
Harriet took Buzz’s toy away. 
He felt the urge to tattle and shout, 
but remembered his mom and figured it 
out. 
He flew to Harriet with a gentle voice, 
“Let’s share the toy, it’s a better choice.” 

Harriet nodded, feeling glad, 
sharing the toy, they both were glad. 
Later that day, by the big oak tree, 
Betty was splashing, happy, and free. 
She splashed some water on Ollie’s wing, 
he felt annoyed; it was a little thing. 
He thought of telling, to get her in trouble, 
but then he remembered, it wasn’t worth 
the bubble. 
“Betty,” he said, “please watch the splash, 
let’s play together, make it a bash.” 
Betty smiled, and moved with care, 
they played together, with love to share. 
Ollie felt proud, his heart so light, 
he learned to handle things just right. 
When Ollie’s siblings played too rough, 
he didn’t tattle about the stuff. 
Instead, he showed them how to play, 
with kindness and care, the better way. 
Ollie learned, as days went by, 
that tattling wasn’t the way to fly. 
Helping friends and being kind 
made the forest harmony, he’d find. 
So remember, Ollie, wise and bright, 
when you feel the urge to tattle, think twice. 
Be kind, be fair, and always care, 
and you’ll find friends everywhere. 
Ollie the Owl, with heart so true, 
learned that helping’s the best thing to do. 
With friends and siblings, near and far, 
kindness shines like a guiding star. 
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Play the Song (10 minutes) 
Song Time Outline: 

●​ Teach the children the Ollie the Owl and Tattling Town song 
●​ Use actions that represent asking for help, like raising a hand, and showing kindness, 

like giving a hug. 
●​ Sing the song together a few times, encouraging the children to join in with the actions. 

 

Introduce the Song Teacher Script: 

●​ “Now, let’s learn a fun song about knowing when to tattle and when to help. This 
song is called Ollie the Owl and Tattling Town. We’ll do actions that help us 
remember Ollie’s story.” 
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●​ “Remember, just like Ollie learned in the song, we don’t need to tattle every time. If we 
can help, we can use kindness and only ask for help when it’s important.” 
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Do an Activity (20 minutes) 
Role-Playing with Puppets Outline: 

●​ Use the owl, bear, beaver, hare, and bee puppets to act out different scenarios where 
Ollie and his friends choose to help instead of tattle. 

●​ Let the children take turns using the puppets to practice showing kindness and 
deciding when to seek help from an adult. 

 

Activity 1: Role-Playing with Puppets 

1.​ Introduce the Role-Playing Activity: 
○​ “We’re going to use puppets to practice times when we could 

help instead of tattling. Let’s use Ollie, Benny the Bear, Betty the Beaver, 
Harriet the Hare, and Buzz the Bee to act out some situations.” 

2.​ Role-Play Scenarios: 
○​ Create scenarios for the children to role-play, such as: 

a.​ Benny the Bear takes an extra snack from the table. 
b.​ Betty the Beaver accidentally bumps into Harriet the Hare. 
c.​ After each scenario, ask: 

i.​ “Do we need to tell an adult, or is there a way we 
could handle this with kindness?” 

ii.​ “How could we help instead of tattling?” 
3.​ Encourage Kindness in Responses: 

○​ Guide children to respond by suggesting actions like sharing, 
reminding friends gently, or asking them kindly to make things 
right. 

 
 
 
 
Activity 2: "Helping Hands" Craft: 

●​ Provide materials for the children to make "Helping Hands." 
●​ Have them draw and decorate a hand shape with drawings, stickers, 

and positive words about helping and being kind. 
●​ While they work, discuss how they can help their friends and siblings 

instead of tattling. 
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Introduce the Craft Activity Teacher Script: 

●​ “Next, we’re going to make ‘Helping Hands’ as a reminder of how we can help our 
friends instead of tattling.” 

Materials and Instructions: 

●​ Hand out a Coloring sheet for the “Helping Hands” Activity to each child 
○​ “Write or draw something on your Helping Hand that reminds you of how you 

can be kind or help your friends. You can also decorate your Helping Hand.” 

Discuss Helping vs. Tattling: 

●​ While the children work, walk around, and ask: 
○​ “What kind of thing did you put on your Helping Hand?” 
○​ “What’s something you can do to help a friend instead of tattling?” 

Wrap Up the Lesson (5 minutes) 
Review and Reflection Overview: 

●​ Gather the children back in a circle. 
●​ Review what they learned about tattling and helping. 
●​ Ask a few children to share their "Helping Hands" and explain what they wrote or drew 

on them. 
 

 

Review and Reflection Teacher Script 

1.​ Gather in a Circle for Reflection: 
○​ “Let’s come back together to talk about what we learned today.” 

2.​ Summarize Key Points: 
○​ “Today, we learned that tattling is when we tell just to get someone in trouble, 

but helping is when we do something to make things better.” 
○​ “If a friend is in danger or really hurt, we should ask an adult for help. But if it’s 

something we can help with ourselves, we can try being kind first.” 
3.​ Encourage Sharing: 

○​ “Would anyone like to share what they put on their Helping Hand?” 
4.​ Conclude with Positive Reinforcement: 

○​ “Great job today, everyone! Remember, being kind and helping is always the 
best choice, and only tell an adult when it’s really important.” 
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Parent Letter 
Sending Information Home: 

●​ Provide each child with a letter to take home to their parents explaining the lesson. 
●​ Include the story summary, the importance of knowing when to seek help, and how 

parents can reinforce these concepts at home. 
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Dear Parents, 
 
Today in class, we learned about the difference between tattling and helping through the 
story "Ollie the Owl Learns About Tattling." This story teaches children the importance of 
being kind and knowing when it’s appropriate to seek help from an adult. 
 
Here’s what we learned: 
★​ Tattling vs. Helping– Understanding the difference between tattling to cause trouble 

and seeking help to solve a problem. 
★​ Kindness– Recognizing that being kind and helping others is always the best 

choice. 
 
We practiced these concepts through role-playing and making "Helping Hands." You can 
help reinforce this at home by encouraging your child to talk about ways they can help 
their friends and siblings instead of tattling. 
Thank you for your support! 
 
With Gratitude, 
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